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Scriptural Excerpts on Family

| ask from the favors of the Sun of Truth the splendors of the eternal
outpouring for thee; | beg everlasting glory and desire for thee and thy
family divine gifts, so that all of you may become united and harmonized,
rest under the shade of the Tree of Life, and become eternal and established
in the Kingdom of Being.

-- ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Question: What is the attitude of your belief toward the family?

Answer: According to the teachings of Baha'u'llah the family, being a human
unit, must be educated according to the rules of sanctity. All the virtues must
be taught the family. The integrity of the family bond must be constantly
considered, and the rights of the individual members must not be
transgressed. The rights of the son, the father, the mother -- none of them
must be transgressed, none of them must be arbitrary. Just as the son has
certain obligations to his father, the father, likewise, has certain obligations
to his son. The mother, the sister and other members of the household have
their certain prerogatives. All these rights and prerogatives must be
conserved, yet the unity of the family must be sustained. The injury of one
shall be considered the injury of all; the comfort of each, the comfort of all;
the honor of one, the honor of all.

-- ‘Abdu’l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace
Consider the harmful effect of discord and dissension in a family; then
reflect upon the favors and blessings which descend upon that family when
unity exists among its various members. What incalculable benefits and
blessings would descend upon the great human family if unity and

brotherhood were established!

-- ‘Abdu’l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace
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Scriptural Excerpt on How World Unity Begins with Family Unity

Note ye how easily, where unity existeth in a given family, the affairs of that
family are conducted; what progress the members of that family make, how
they prosper in the world. Their concerns are in order, they enjoy comfort
and tranquillity, they are secure, their position is assured, they come to be
envied by all. Such a family but addeth to its stature and its lasting honour,
as day succeedeth day. And if we widen out the sphere of unity a little to
include the inhabitants of a village who seek to be loving and united, who
associate with and are kind to one another, what great advances they will be
seen to make, how secure and protected they will be. Then let us widen out
the sphere a little more, let us take the inhabitants of a city, all of them
together: if they establish the strongest bonds of unity among themselves,
how far they will progress, even in a brief period and what power they will
exert. And if the sphere of unity be still further widened out, that is, if the
inhabitants of a whole country develop peaceable hearts, and if with all their
hearts and souls they yearn to cooperate with one another and to live in
unity, and if they become kind and loving to one another, that country will
achieve undying joy and lasting glory. Peace will it have, and plenty, and
vast wealth.

Note then: if every clan, tribe, community, every nation, country, territory
on earth should come together under the single-hued pavilion of the oneness
of mankind, and by the dazzling rays of the Sun of Truth should proclaim
the universality of man; if they should cause all nations and all creeds to
open wide their arms to one another, establish a World Council, and proceed
to bind the members of society one to another by strong mutual ties, what
would happen then? There is no doubt whatsoever that the divine Beloved,
in all His endearing beauty, and with Him a massive host of heavenly
confirmations and human blessings and bestowals, would appear in His full
glory before the assemblage of the world.

Wherefore, O ye beloved of the Lord, bestir yourselves, do all in your power
to be as one, to live in peace, each with the others: for ye are all the drops
from but one ocean, the foliage of one tree, the pearls from a single shell, the
flowers and sweet herbs from the same one garden.

-- ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of *‘Abdu’l-Baha
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